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Welcome to Yavapai College’s Fall 2026 Community 
Education & Experiential Learning catalog!

Our Community Education classes are all about 
discovery—no tests, no grades—just the joy of learning 
something new. Whether you’re curious about painting, 
fitness, technology, or a new language, you’ll find 
inspiring opportunities to expand your skills and 
connect with others. Our instructors live and work right 
here in our community and are eager to share their 
knowledge and passion.

Explore our wide range of health & wellness, creative 
arts, technology, and language classes at: www.
yc.edu/commed.

Looking for a learning adventure beyond the classroom? 
Our Experiential Learning program (formerly 
EDventures) offers unforgettable outdoor and travel 
experiences across central and northern Arizona. 
Journey through scenic landscapes, discover hidden 
history, and see our region in a whole new way. Most 
trips depart from the Yavapai College Prescott Campus, 
with select opportunities also available in the Verde 
Valley.

Seats are limited—each trip accommodates only 10 
passengers—so be sure to reserve your spot early at 
www.yc.edu/travel

If you are interested in teaching a non-credit course for 
Community Education or Experiential Learning, please 
contact us at: commedsvv@yc.edu. 

We hope to see you at Yavapai College this fall! The 
Community Education office is in Building I, Room 117 
on the Verde Valley campus, Mon-Fri, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visit our website or give us a call at (928) 634-6537 for 
assistance and to register.

Come learn, connect, and explore with us this season! 

Visit www.yc.edu/cevs or call 928-634-6537 to register
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www.yc.edu/commed 
Your next adventure in learning is just a click away!
•	 Browse and pay for classes online
•	 View instructor biographies
•	 Find course descriptions, dates, and locations
Visit www.yc.edu/commed and click on the link Browse and 
Register.

Other Ways to Register: 
Register by phone: (928) 634-6537
Monday through Friday, 8:30 am – 5 pm
Walk-in registration at Building I, Room 114 on the 
Verde Valley Campus, Monday through Thursday.

Age Requirements:
Community Education classes are open to the public, ages 14+. 
Students under 18 attending a class must seek prior approval 
and have a completed Minor Student Permission form signed 
by parent or legal guardian. 

Call (928) 634-6537 for approval and to request Minor Student 
Permission form.

Students must be 18 or older to participate in Experiential 
Learning Trips.

Fees: 
Tuition fees are due and payable at time of registration. Fees 
vary in accordance with class length and other expense 
factors. Classes must meet minimum enrollment. In the event 
of any administrative cancellation, you will receive a full refund 
of your tuition.

Please enroll early. Classes will be cancelled one to two 
weeks prior to start date if enrollment is too low.

Refund/Cancellation Policies:
Community Education/Experiential Learning
More than 14 days before course start = Full Refund minus a 
5% credit card fee
8-13 days before course start = 50% Refund
7 days or less = No Refund
No Refunds given after course start date

Trip Cancellation Policies
21 days or more prior to departure = Full Refund
15-20 days = 75% Refund 
14 days or less = No Refund 
(Unless substitute student is identified) 

Visit www.yc.edu/travel or 
call 928-717-7755 to register

Experiential Learning - Travel
Educational trips throughout the 
Southwest and beyond!

Where Lifelong Learning Flourishes
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ACTIVE MIND & BODY
	■FUNCTIONAL YOGA & MEDITATION

VCE-FA26-101 • Tues/Thurs, 10/6/2026 - 
11/19/2026
8:30am - 9:30am
I-137 • Verde
This class blends traditional yoga postures and philosophy 
with modern functional movement principles to build muscular 
strength and flexibility, joint mobility and stability, and balance 
for daily life. Expect mindful sequencing that emphasizes 
safe alignment and practical range of motion. Each session 
integrates breath awareness, mindfulness, and meditative 
moments to cultivate presence on and off the mat. Movements 
and mindfulness are designed to improve how body and mind 
work together—whether walking, lifting, enjoying recreational 
activities, or simply being human with greater ease. Suitable 
for all levels, with modifications and progressions offered. 
*Bring your mat and water bottle!  No class Oct 13, 15, 29 
and Nov 3.
Lisa Jachowicz • $133

	■YOGA AT THE SOUTHWEST WINE CENTER
VCE-FA26-102 • Sat, 9/26/2026 - 9/26/2026
11:00am - 12:00pm
SW Wine Center Founders Circle • Verde
VCE-FA26-103 • Sat, 10/24/2026 - 10/24/2026
11:00am - 12:00pm
SW Wine Center Founders Circle • Verde
VCE-FA26-104 • Sat, 11/21/2026 - 11/21/2026
11:00am - 12:00pm
SW Wine Center Founders Circle • Verde
Unwind, stretch, and sip your way to serenity in this unique 
yoga experience at the Southwest Wine Center. Our expert 
teacher will guide you through a gentle flow of yoga poses 
designed to release tension, restore alignment, and deepen 
your breath - all while surrounded by the calming ambiance 
of our vineyards, stunning mountain and red rock vistas, and 
subtle notes of fine wine. After a revitalizing yoga session, 
enjoy a glass of our award-winning wine to complement 
the calming effects of your practice. Expect a welcoming 
environment, a focus on mindful movement, and plenty of 
time to balance your body, mind, and palate. Whether you’re 
a beginner or seasoned yogi, this class offers a perfect blend 
of relaxation and rejuvenation. Cheers to health, happiness, 
and a glass of wine in hand!
Lisa Jachowicz • $30

	■FULL BODY CONDITIONING
VCE-FA26-105 • Mon/Wed, 11/4/2026 - 12/2/2026
8:30am - 9:30am
I-137 • Verde
This group exercise class will condition your entire body 
utilizing a large variety of gym equipment (e.g. weights, bands, 
exercise balls) and body weight. A creative blend of fun, music, 
and game-style workouts will keep every fitness level engaged 
and motivated. You’ll get the benefits of personal training in a 
supportive group setting while improving muscle tone, cardio 
endurance, flexibility and agility. Along the way, you’ll track 
metrics such as heart rate, grip strength, and more. Each 
session wraps up with a relaxed cool down featuring practical 
nutrition, fitness, and health insights you can put to practical 
use. No class Nov 11 and 25
Alma Rodoni • $113

	■TAI CHI CHUAN FOR RELAXATION AND 
HEALTH
VCE-FA26-106 • Mon/Wed, 9/21/2026 - 11/4/2026
12:00pm - 1:30pm
I-137 • Verde
Tai Chi Chuan is the ancient practice of bringing body and mind 
together through slow, gentle movement. Today we practice 
Tai Chi to promote improved health and well-being. You will 
learn Sun style Tai Chi, one of the newest, most gentle, and 
flowing of the five major styles of Tai Chi practiced today. We 
will focus on the mechanics of the movements, the internal 
aspects, as well as the principles that are the foundation of all 
forms of Tai Chi. Students report improved mindfulness, better 
balance, and more vitality. And we have fun! All you need are 
loose-fitting clothes and comfortable, non-slip shoes. *The 
first 30 minutes of class will focus on instruction for newer 
students. The last hour of class will focus on the practice of 
Tai Chi Chuan.* No class Oct 12 and 14
Hamilton Wallace • $149

	■TAP DANCE 1
VCE-FA26-107 • Mon, 9/21/2026 - 11/16/2026
10:00am - 11:30am
I-137 • Verde
This course introduces the fundamental skills and techniques 
of both Broadway and Rhythm tap dance styles. Students 
will learn foundational steps, rhythms, terminology, and 
tap combinations while developing musicality, clarity of 
sound, coordination, and gaining confidence. No prior dance 
experience. *Tap shoes required. No class Oct 12
Danielle Dodds-Stewart • $139
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	■TAP DANCE 2
VCE-FA26-108 • Wed, 9/23/2026 - 11/18/2026
10:00am - 11:30am
I-137 • Verde
Tap 2 is an intermediate studio course in both Broadway and 
Rhythm tap styles that emphasizes technique, terminology, 
musicality, and more complex dance combinations. Students 
continue developing timing, coordination, and performance 
quality through progressive exercises, center work, across-
the-floor combinations, and choreography. *Tap shoes and 
previous experience required. No class Oct 14 and Nov 11
Danielle Dodds-Stewart • $128

	■MUSICAL THEATRE DANCE
VCE-FA26-109 • Tues, 9/22/2026 - 11/17/2026
10:00am - 11:30am
I-137 • Verde
Dance for Musical Theatre introduces students to Musical 
Theatre movement, technique, characterization, and 
choreography. Emphasis is placed on musicality, style, 
coordination, and performance skills used in theatrical 
productions. *Students should wear soft-soled dance or tennis 
shoes. No experience required. No class Oct 13
Danielle Dodds-Stewart • $139

	■HEALING FLOW SOMATIC YOGA
ZCE-FA26-110 • Thurs, 9/24/2026 - 11/19/2026
4:15pm - 5:15pm
Zoom 
Healing flow somatic yoga is a mat-based, body-based 
restorative yoga session. You’ll enjoy 40 minutes of gentle 
movement. Each session ends with a body scan meditation 
inspired by the rotation of consciousness from the yoga nidra 
tradition. This course is primarily for nervous system health. 
You won’t burn a ton of calories, but you will feel a sense of 
“aaah.” *Although students may invest in yoga bolsters, straps, 
etc, they are not necessary. The instructor will demonstrate 
options using no equipment, formal equipment, and household 
items, such as cushions and blankets. No class Oct 15
Jennifer Stefanow • $118

	■MINDFUL MOVEMENT & MOBILITY
ZCE-FA26-111 • Wed, 9/23/2026 - 11/18/2026
4:15pm - 5:15pm
Zoom 
Mindful Movement and Mobility combines elements of 
functional fitness with yoga, meditation and mindfulness. 
It features the use of a chair and other items you have at 
home like soup cans to increase your ability to move through 
daily life safely by gently increasing your strength, flexibility 
and cardiovascular fitness. The movements are simple, with 
seated options always available, making this course ideal for 
anyone who wishes to improve their overall quality of life. 
Beginners definitely welcome!
No class Oct 14 and Nov 11
Jennifer Stefanow • $110

	■YOGA FOR ALL LEVELS
VCE-FA26-112 • Tues, 9/22/2026 - 11/17/2026
12:00pm - 1:00pm
I-137 • Verde
This inclusive, all-levels yoga class welcomes beginners 
through experienced practitioners. Led by Juliet Frew, each 
session blends mindful movement, breathwork, strength, 
and flexibility to support balance in both body and mind. 
Modifications and progressions are offered so students can 
practice at their own pace in a supportive, non-competitive 
environment. Expect a thoughtful flow that builds stability, 
improves mobility, and leaves you feeling grounded and 
refreshed. Whether you’re new to yoga or deepening an 
existing practice, this class offers space to grow, restore, and 
connect.  *Students should bring yoga mats. No class Oct 13
Juliet Frew • $118

	■BEGINNING SWING DANCE
VCE-FA26-113 • Mon, 9/21/2026 - 11/16/2026
5:15pm - 6:15pm
I-137 • Verde
This dance class focuses on the East Coast Swing, and 
introduces students to the fundamentals of 6-count swing 
in a welcoming, beginner-friendly environment. Students will 
learn basic footwork, partner connection, turns, and simple 
combinations while developing rhythm, coordination, and 
confidence. No partner or experience is required. Emphasis 
is placed on musicality, clear lead-and-follow technique, and 
joyful social dancing. By the end of the session, students will 
be able to comfortably dance several patterns and participate 
in a social swing setting. *Please wear soft-soled shoes to 
class. No class Oct 12
Juliet Frew • $118

	■DEEP STRETCH FOR MOBILITY
VCE-FA26-114 • Thurs, 10/1/2026 - 11/19/2026
12:00pm - 1:30pm
I-137 • Verde
Deep Stretch is a floor-based mobility class that combines 
active stretching with principles of anatomy and movement 
science. Through sustained holds and intentional muscle 
engagement, students will explore techniques that support 
flexibility, joint mobility, posture, and overall movement 
quality. Unlike traditional yoga classes, Deep Stretch focuses 
specifically on improving range of motion and body awareness 
through targeted stretching practices. Suitable for most 
experience levels, this class offers a mindful and accessible 
approach to moving and feeling better in everyday life. No 
class Oct 15
Juliet Frew • $122
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ARTS – VISUAL & PERFORMING
	■ACRYLIC PAINTING 101

VCE-FA26-115 • Thurs, 9/24/2026 - 11/19/2026
1:00pm - 4:00pm
H-105 • Verde
Begin your painting journey, learning how to create beautiful 
paintings using acrylics. You will learn how to create a 
convincing painting using shading and blending. Students will 
also learn about different brushes and techniques for each 
brush shape. Students will learn how to mix colors on the 
pallette and on the canvas. Additionally, the class will learn to 
understand various shapes and textures and how to visually 
represent them using acrylic paints on canvas. Each week will 
bring new lessons specifically designed to push your painting 
further, learning new techniques. 
*Students will spend approx $75 in supplies. A supply list 
will be provided with the receipt. No class Oct 15
Art Gecko • $189

	■WATERCOLOR PENCILS
VCE-FA26-116 • Tues, 9/22/2026 - 11/3/2026
1:00pm - 3:00pm
I-138 • Verde
In Watercolor Pencils with Art Gecko, students will become 
familiar with basic materials and equipment, understand 
basic watercolor pencil techniques, execute key topics into 
basic designs, and find joy in painting and sharing knowledge 
with one another. Each week will bring a new lesson, learning 
increasingly advanced techniques, building on previous 
lessons, including the use of mixed media, pens, pencils, etc. 
The class will learn about materials, including brushes, brush 
care, paper, pencil techniques, color choices, and wet/dry 
techniques. Students will discuss composition as well as what 
makes a piece compelling, and what makes a piece boring. The 
class will do sketching, focusing on composition, and values 
to create a foundation for a great painting. See why students 
find classes with Art Gecko fun and informative.  
*Students will spend approx $40 on supplies and should 
purchase the following: pencils, vine charcoal, brush pen, 
sharpie marker, white pencil. Drawing paper pad 9” X 12”  
Toned drawing paper, grey 9” X 12”. No Class Oct 13
Art Gecko • $133

	■BEGINNER UKULELE
VCE-FA26-117 • Wed, 9/23/2026 - 11/18/2026
3:30pm - 4:30pm
I-138 • Verde
Learn to play the ukulele! This beginner-friendly course covers 
everything you need to know to start making music. Students 
will learn basic chords, strumming techniques, rhythm, and 
simple songs while gaining practical skills through guided 
practice. Build confidence, develop musicality, and have fun 
in a supportive environment. Whether you’re looking for a 
creative outlet or hoping to deepen your understanding of 
music, this course provides a solid foundation for continued 
learning and enjoyment. No prior musical experience is 
required.
*Students should bring a ukulele to class. Students will meet 
in classroom I-118 October 7. No class Oct 14 and Nov 11
Juliet Frew • $110

	■ INTRODUCTION TO DIGITAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY
VCE-FA26-118 • Thurs, 9/24/2026 - 11/5/2026
5:00pm - 7:00pm
I-138 • Verde
This six-session course introduces students to digital 
photography as a creative practice. Beginning with composition 
and visual storytelling — the foundation of any strong image — 
it progresses through light, camera controls, subject approach, 
and basic editing. Students may use any digital camera: 
smartphone, DSLR, mirrorless, or point-and-shoot. No prior 
experience required. Each session combines brief instruction, 
guided in-class practice, and image discussion. Students are 
welcome — but never required — to submit photos by email for 
group review. By the end, each student will have one strong 
finished image or a 3–5 image mini story. No class Oct 15
Heather C. Markham-Creasman • $133

HEALTH & NUTRITION
	■SELF CARE & REIKI PRACTICE

VCE-FA26-119 • Mon, 9/28/2026 - 11/23/2026
12:30pm - 1:30pm
I-138 • Verde
This weekly class offers practical tools to support physical, 
mental, and emotional well-being through Reiki practice 
and self-care techniques. Participants will explore gentle 
movement, breath awareness, relaxation methods, self-
massage, and energy-based practices while developing a 
basic understanding of the body-mind connection. The class 
encourages greater self-awareness, stress reduction, balance, 
and resilience, providing a supportive space to cultivate 
healthy habits and deepen your connection with your natural 
capacity for well-being. Open to all experience levels; no 
prior Reiki experience is required. *Please wear comfortable 
clothing and bring your own yoga mat. No class Oct 12
Omina (Uma) Shibahara • $118
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HISTORY & CURRENT AFFAIRS

	■ARIZONA MINING HISTORY
ZCE-FA26-120 • Wed, 10/7/2026 - 11/4/2026
5:30pm - 6:30pm
Zoom 
This course will focus on the history of mining throughout 
Arizona. From minerals mined by Native Americans to the 
mineral discoveries made by European settlers followed by 
the United States during it westward expansion. Learn why 
copper is one of the 5Cs in Arizona. Coverage includes some 
of the individuals who sought to exploit Arizona’s vast mineral 
wealth. Learn about Arizona’s Copper Kings and the towns 
they founded based upon the mineral wealth extracted. 
Understand the significance of Arizona’s vast mineral wealth 
and its contribution to industry in the United States and the 
world.
William Ascarza • $89

	■CLIFF DWELLINGS OF CENTRAL ARIZONA
VCE-FA26-121 • Mon, 10/19/2026 - 11/16/2026
6:00pm - 7:15pm
I-138 • Verde
In this course, students will gain an understanding of cliff 
dwellings in central Arizona, including their architecture, 
engineering, cultural context, and environmental settings. 
By the end of the course, participants will be able to identify 
key sites, understand recent research and recognize modern 
preservation challenges.
Matthew Guebard • $99

NATURE & THE OUTDOORS
	■EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING: FUR, 

FEATHERS, FANGS, FRONS, AND FINS
SCE-FA26-122 • Wed, 9/30/2026 - 11/18/2026
10:00am - 12:00pm
40 • Sedona Center
In this engaging lecture series, Janie Agyagos draws on 31 
years as a Forest Service wildlife biologist in the Verde Valley 
to explore the region’s rich fauna. Each session explores a 
different taxa group (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
fish, and invertebrates) and will include hands-on materials 
like preserved specimens and natural artifacts, the best field 
guides and apps for our area, and checklists and cheat sheets 
for participants to keep. These lectures offer an immersive look 
at the diverse wildlife we’re lucky to have as our neighbors. No 
class Oct 14 and Nov 11
Janie Agyagos • $129

LOCAL INTEREST
	■MEET THE WINEMAKER

VCE-FA26-123 • Wed, 10/21/2026 - 10/21/2026
3:00pm - 4:30pm
Southwest Wine Center • Verde
Get a chance to meet the winemaker at Yavapai College and 
the Southwest Wine Center - learn how he guides students 
to create award-winning wines, his winemaking philosophies 
that drive that guidance, and taste some of the young vines 
from the recently completed 2026 vintage. Hearty snacks 
provided.
Jason McCluskey • $50

OTHER
	■WHAT DOES THE CONSTITUTION  

REALLY MEAN?
VCE-FA26-124 • Wed, 10/21/2026 - 11/4/2026
5:30pm - 7:00pm
G-102 • Verde
Why do Supreme Court justices often disagree over what 
the Constitution means? Let’s look at the reasons for these 
disagreements, and some of the ways which lawyers and 
justices try to resolve them.
Andy Herschkowitz • $76

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
	■LIFEGUARDING

VCE-FA26-125 • Tues to Thurs, 10/13/2026 - 
10/15/2026
8:30am - 5:00pm
Cottonwood Rec Center
The American Red Cross Lifeguard Certification course will 
train and certify participants to be a lifeguard for swimming 
pools. The Lifeguard certification course includes the following 
American Red Cross certifications: Lifeguarding, First Aid 
and CPR/AED for the professional rescuer, valid for 2 years. 
Courses are all a blended learning course format with online 
education, classroom, and in-water components. American 
Red Cross requires all Lifeguard certification candidates to 
complete the American Red Cross Lifeguard Certification 
Online Course prior to the first-class date. Participants must 
be at least 15 years old at the time of the course. Attendance is 
required at all class sessions. Course costs: $47 plus $150 fee 
for American Red Cross Certification. Registration deadline 
October 5
Julia Root • $197
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	■ INTERMEDIATE CONVERSATIONAL 
ITALIAN
ZCE-FA26-127 • Mon, 9/21/2026 - 10/26/2026
4:00pm - 6:00pm
Zoom 
Our most popular course for nearly a decade running, 
Conversational Italian with Sandy Immerso is a showcase for 
what makes community education so powerful: An excellent 
teacher, an engaged class-room community, and a fantastic 
subject.  Join one of the most exciting groups of learners west 
of the Mississippi (but only a hop, skip, and a jump from Italy) 
today!         Please note: This class is intended for individuals with 
an intermediate-level conversational grasp of the language.
Sandy Immerso • $135

	■FROM LIFE TO LEGEND: TURNING TRUE 
ADVENTURE INTO STORY
SCE-FA26-128 • Wed, 9/30/2026 - 10/28/2026
10:00am - 12:00pm
39 • Sedona Center
This four‑week class shows how to transform real experiences 
into compelling stories. Through animal encounters, personal 
memories, and local history, you’ll learn to shape vivid scenes, 
choose perspective, and balance truth with storytelling craft. 
We’ll explore writing about real people with honesty, using 
place as a character, and blending fact with legend. Each 
session includes guided exercises to help you draft and refine 
your own work, ending with optional sharing and feedback to 
inspire future projects. No class Oct 14
Robert Louis DeMayo • $118

SELF-ENRICHMENT & LIFESTYLE
	■THE PRINCIPLES OF PERMACULTURE

VCE-FA26-126 • Mon, 9/28/2026 - 11/23/2026
11:00am - 12:00pm
G-111 • Verde
Discover the principles of permaculture and how to design 
resilient, sustainable systems that work in harmony with 
nature. This community education course introduces key 
concepts such as regenerative agriculture, water harvesting, 
soil health, companion planting, and ecological design. 
Whether you’re a gardener, homeowner, or aspiring land 
steward, you’ll gain practical tools to create abundance while 
reducing waste and environmental impact. Learn how to think 
like a permaculturist and apply these principles in your own 
backyard or community. No prior experience required—just 
curiosity and a desire to live more sustainably. No class Oct 12
Omina (Uma) Shibahara • $118

WRITING, LITERATURE, & 
LANGUAGES
	■ INTRODUCTION TO JAPANESE LANGUAGE 

AND CULTURE
ZCE-FA26-129 • Tues, 9/22/2026 - 11/17/2026
4:00pm - 5:00pm
Zoom  
This is an introductory Japanese language course with cultural 
learning and activities for enthusiastic learners who want to 
travel to Japan, to understand anime/shows  better, or just 
to have fun learning new language and culture!  You will 
learn basic Japanese greetings, useful expressions, basic 
conversations, and written language will also be introduced. 
You will learn these things through Japanese culture including 
food, appreciation of nature, holidays, and etc.  Teacher, Ikuko 
sensei was born and raised in Tokyo, Japan. No class Oct 13
Ikuko Baldwin • $118

	■ INTRODUCTION TO JAPANESE LANGUAGE 
AND CULTURE: BEYOND THE BASICS
VCE-FA26-130 • Thurs, 9/24/2026 - 11/19/2026
3:15pm - 4:15pm
 I-118 • Verde 
Ready to take your Japanese skills to the next level? Designed 
as a continuation of Introduction to Japanese Language and 
Culture, this course is ideal for students who have taken 
the intro class or who have had some exposure to Japanese 
language before. Through interactive lessons, you will expand 
your conversational skills, and discover new Kanji characters 
through their origins. Each session explores fascinating 
cultural insights to deepen your understanding of the country. 
Join Tokyo native Ikuko Sensei to build your confidence and 
connect more deeply with the Japanese language and culture. 
No class Oct 15
Ikuko Baldwin • $145

Visit www.yc.edu/travel or call 928-717-7755 to register

Register or  
Browse Online!
www.yc.edu/commed

www.yc.edu/travel

or call
928-634-6537
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In Experiential Learning, our tour leaders are eager to share their knowledge and enthusiasm for the colorful local 
history, fascinating cultures, and inspiring natural features when you travel with us! See trip notes for trip pick up 

availability in: Chino Valley, Dewey-Humboldt, Camp Verde, and Verde Valley Campus.

	■EXPLORING YAVAPAI COUNTY: 
WILLIAMSON VALLEY AND BEYOND
Monday, Sept 14 • EL091426
Reserve By 8/31
This road trip will take us out Williamson Valley Road, all the 
way to Seligman. We will return via Ash Fork and Highway 89. 
We’ll be visiting the areas of many early historic sites, including 
the town site of Simmons, old Camp Hualapai and, of all the 
strange things, an iron mine. On our way back down from Ash 
Fork we’ll be stopping at the old Little Hell Canyon stage stop 
and a mysterious and unique signpost from the earliest days 
of air travel in the county (this will be an unusual surprise). 
Along the way we’ll discuss the geology and natural history 
and touch on many aspects of the human history of the area. 
There will be a few short walks of up to a quarter mile, but no 
serious hiking. Activity Rating: Level 2.
Instructor: Chris Wuehrmann
• $190 per person – Tuition includes ground transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 8AM from Prescott 
Campus.

	■EXPLORING YAVAPAI COUNTY: APPLE 
CREEK HOMESTEADS AND MINE
Monday, Sept 21 • EL092126
Reserve By 9/7
Apple Creek (an informal name) is a tributary to the 
Hassayampa River east of Spruce Mountain and crossed 
by Senator Highway.  Homesteaders and miners have both 
left their mark on this little drainage.  During this half-day 
trip, we’ll hike up the creek (about a mile round trip - fairly 
easy informal trail) while we visit the old abandoned mine 
and both homesteads.  There’s a standing cabin at one, and 
many blackberries and several apple trees.  Depending on the 
time of year, we may find ripe apples or blackberries.  Activity 
Rating: Level 2. This is a half-day trip. 
Instructor: Chris Wuehrmann
• $115 per person – Tuition includes transportation and field 
instruction. Departs 8AM from Prescott campus.

TRAVEL. LEARN. EXPLORE.  

Visit www.yc.edu/travel or call 928-717-7755 to register
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	■EXPLORING YAVAPAI COUNTY: THE 
NORTHERN BRADSHAWS
Friday, Sept 11 • EL091126
Reserve By 8/28
The Northern Bradshaw Mountains overlooking Prescott are 
the highest range in Yavapai County, peaking out near 8,000 
feet.  We’ll explore south through this region on the old Senator 
Highway as far as the site of the town of Goodwin, then head 
east to Mayer and return via Highway 69.  Along the way we’ll 
visit old mining and homestead sites on Apple Creek, explore 
the ruins of the Senator Mine, enjoy distant views from the 
Mt. Union Divide, see historic Palace Station, and other historic 
and natural features.  We’ll also pass though the burn area of 
the Goodwin fire of 2017 and talk about fire management and 
the role of fire in the natural ecosystem.  The trip will include 
about two miles of moderate hiking. Activity Rating: Level 2.
Instructor: Will Ascarza
• $185 per person – Tuition includes transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 8 AM from Prescott 
Campus.

EXPLORING  
YAVAPAI COUNTY 

Our home county, one of the original counties of Arizona 
Territory, has both an incredibly interesting natural 
landscape, ranging from desert to pine-covered highlands, 
and a long and fascinating human history that dates 
back thousands of years. These programs will take you 
to many varied and remote places down the backroads of 
the Yavapai County. Some include several miles of hiking; 
others just short, easy walks.  Several of these trips are 
half-day journeys, returning to campus by lunchtime. 
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	■EXPLORING YAVAPAI COUNTY:  
BABY CANYON RUINS HIKE
Wednesday, Nov 18 • EL111826
Reserve By 11/3
Perry Mesa, in Agua Fria National Monument, was heavily 
occupied by prehistoric people some 700 years ago.  There 
are significant abandoned village sites all across the mesa.  
One of the largest of these, and one of the least visited, is 
Baby Canyon Ruin, several hundred rooms perched on a butte 
on the south side of Baby Canyon, a little over a mile from 
the Agua Fria River. We’ll visit this site while talking about 
the prehistory of the area, and a bit of geology and ecology.   
The hike is about 6 miles total, largely off trail, and includes a 
nearly 400-foot steep elevation gain at the end to reach the 
ruin.  The footing on the climb is very stable and not hand and 
foothold climbing, just steep hiking, but a lot of work. Activity 
Rating: Level 5.
Instructor: Chris Wuehrmann
• $180 per person – Tuition includes ground transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 8:00AM from Prescott 
Campus. *Cordes Junction pick-up available. 

	■  EXPLORING YAVAPAI COUNTY: CROWN 
KING & THE SOUTHERN BRADSHAWS
Wednesday, Oct 7 • EL100726
Reserve By 9/23
The history of the region’s historic gold mines comes to life! 
Travel along the winding roads beside the old railroads of the 
Bradshaw’s and the railroad switchbacks that pass the historic 
mines dotting the surrounding hillsides. Enjoy the magnificent 
views as you top out at the summit. A visit to the Crown King 
General Store transports you back in time. Driving on bumpy 
roads. Activity Rating: Level 1.
Instructor: Will Ascarza
• $190 per person – Tuition includes transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 8AM from Prescott 
Campus. 

	■EXPLORING YAVAPAI COUNTY: HIKE 
VERDE RIVER HEADWATERS
Thursday, Oct 29 • EL102926
Reserve By 10/9
The headwaters of the Verde River, just northeast of Chino 
Valley, is a fascinating area. The springs there are the source 
of the only perennial river flowing entirely within Arizona. We 
will hike some distance along the rim and enter the canyon 
about a mile downstream from the confluence with Granite 
Creek, hiking upstream to the headwaters springs and a large 
and little-known rock art site which incorporates both Hopi 
and Yavapai winter solstice observatory features. We will 
discuss geology, natural history and prehistory along the way. 
Total hiking distance about four miles. The climb out, several 
hundred feet elevation gain, is steep and rocky. We will ford the 
river once, 12-18 inches deep; suitable barefoot or light water 
shoe/sandal wading. Activity Rating: Level 3.
Instructor: Chris Wuehrmann
• $190 per person – Tuition includes transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 8AM from Prescott 
Campus. 

	■EXPLORING YAVAPAI COUNTY: JEROME, 
DRAKE, AND PERKINSVILLE
Monday, Nov 16 • EL111626
Reserve By 10/30
This back road exploration will take you from Jerome along the 
old narrow gauge railroad bed that once led to Chino Valley 
(formerly known as Jerome Junction), then down to the Verde 
River at Perkinsville.  From there, we’ll head across to Drake, 
just off Highway 89 north of Chino Valley.  From Drake we’ll 
skirt around Prescott and Prescott Valley and back to campus 
via Mingus Mountain.  Along the way we’ll talk about geology, 
natural history, the Verde River, the Perkins Ranch, the old 
railroad, and the mines of Jerome.  Lots of short walks but no 
serious hiking. Activity Rating: Level 2.
Instructor: Will Ascarza
• $190 per person – Tuition includes ground transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 8:00AM from Verde 
Valley Campus. 

Register or  
Browse Online!
www.yc.edu/commed

www.yc.edu/travel

or call
928-634-6537
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	■EXPLORING COCONINO COUNTY: RED 
MOUNTAIN AND KEY HOLE SINK
Wednesday, Sept 23 • EL092326
Reserve By 9/9
Near the northern edge of the great field of volcanos that 
surrounds Williams and Flagstaff is an otherwise average 
cinder cone, about 1,000 feet tall, called Red Mountain.  What 
makes this little mountain unique is how erosion has carved 
a spectacular amphitheater out of the heart of this extinct 
volcano, creating a magical landscape of cliffs, spires, and little 
slot canyons.  While talking about the history and dynamics 
of the San Francisco Volcano Field, and the local ecosystems, 
we will hike into the heart of Red Mountain, enjoying our lunch 
inside the volcano.  After our main hike, we’ll travel back roads 
south to Parks, then west on Historic Route 66 to Keyhole 
Sink, hiking into this unusual feature with petroglyphs and a 
seasonal waterfall.  Hiking distance is about 4.5 miles, mostly 
on well-maintained trail; inside Red Mountain there’s some 
optional off-trail exploring. Activity Rating: Level 3.
Instructor: Will Ascarza
• $200 per person – Tuition includes ground transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 8AM from Prescott 
campus. *Chino Valley pickup available.

	■EXPLORING COCONINO COUNTY: SAN 
FRANCISCO VOLCANO FIELD
Monday, Oct 5 • EL100526
Reserve By 9/21
Explore the awe-inspiring San Francisco Volcanic Field with 
a focus on its iconic landmarks. Begin at Cinder Hills, where 
vibrant volcanic cinders create a striking landscape. Journey 
to Sunset Crater, a stunning cinder cone that erupted around 
1085AD, offering dramatic views and a glimpse into the region’s 
volcanic past. Continue to Wupatki, where ancient pueblo ruins 
provide insight into the lives of the early inhabitants. Conclude 
at S.P. Crater, an impressive cinder cone with a symmetrical 
shape and a vast, surrounding lava field, showcasing the raw 
power of volcanic activity. This tour promises a captivating 
blend of natural and historical wonders. Activity Rating: Level 
1-2.
Instructor: Will Ascarza
• $215 per person – Tuition includes transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 7AM from Prescott 
Campus. *Camp Verde pickup available. 

EXPLORING  
COCONINO COUNTY 

Coconino County, our immediate neighbor to the 
northeast, split away from the original Yavapai County 
in 1891 and is the largest county in Arizona.  It includes 
the eastern end of Grand Canyon, much of the red rock 
country of Sedona, miles of lush Ponderosa Pine forest, 
parts of Navajo Land (Dinetlah) and San Francisco Peaks, 
the highest mountain in Arizona.  These programs 
explore the remote back road  regions of the nearer 
part of the county.  Some include several miles of hiking; 
others just short easy walks.  

Register or  
Browse Online!
www.yc.edu/commed

www.yc.edu/travel

or call
928-634-6537
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	■DRIVE TO THE BOTTOM OF THE GRAND 
CANYON
Saturday, Sept 19 • EL091926
Reserve By 9/4
Saturday, Sept 26 • EL092626
Reserve By 9/11
Saturday, Oct 3 • EL100326
Reserve By 9/18
Friday, Oct 9 • EL100926
Reserve By 9/25
Saturday, Oct 31 • EL103126
Reserve By 10/19
Thursday, Nov 5 • EL110526
Reserve By 10/22
Tuesday, Nov 10 • EL111026
Reserve By 10/27
If you’ve ever wanted to visit the bottom of Grand Canyon, but 
long hikes on steep trails, or riding mules all day isn’t your idea 
of a good time, take a look at this trip.  We utilize the little-
known Diamond Creek Road to drive right to the Colorado 
River in the depths of Grand Canyon, enjoying our lunch on 
a canyon-bottom beach.  You can even wet your feet in the 
river if you choose.  We stop at a number of places along the 
way to talk about Geology, the history of the Hualapai People 

who own this part of the Grand Canyon, and the formation 
of the canyon itself.  The trip requires minimal walking, but 
you can take an optional easy hike of a mile or so. Activity 
Rating: Level 1-2.
Instructor: TBD
• $230 per person – Tuition includes transportation, Hualapai 
permits, box lunch and field instruction. Departs at 7:30AM 
from Prescott Campus. *Chino Valley pickup available.

	■HIKING GRAND CANYON: DIAMOND 
CREEK
Saturday, Nov 7 • EL110726
Reserve By 10/23
Saturday, Nov 21 • EL112126
Reserve By 11/6
Saturday, Dec 5 • EL120526
Reserve By 11/19
About a mile from the Colorado River, Diamond Creek Road 
reaches its namesake, Diamond Creek. We will hike up this 
creek about 3 miles into a spectacular narrows (one short 
steep place, but mostly gentle gradients with multiple creek 
crossings about ankle deep), enjoying lunch at a beautiful little 
waterfall beneath thousand-foot cliffs. We will discuss both 
the geology and natural history along the way. Our day will 
culminate with a visit by van to the Colorado River before 
having dinner in Seligman and then returning to campus.  This 
is an off-trail hike, 6 miles total, with fairly rocky footing and 
your footwear will get wet; hiking poles advised.  Like our other 
hikes in the area, this route is not open to the general public.  
Activity Rating: Level 3+.
Instructor: TBD
• $240 per person – Tuition includes ground transportation, 
field instruction, Hualapai permits and box lunch. Departs 7AM 
from Prescott Campus. *Chino Valley pickup available.

	■HIKING GRAND CANYON: TONTO RIM
Saturday, Nov 14 • EL111426
Reserve By 10/29
The only road to the Colorado River canyon’s depths is located 
on Hualapai lands in western Grand Canyon. This road accesses 
a little-known hiking route that leads out onto the Tonto Rim, 
nearly a thousand feet above the Colorado River. This is a 
truly wild and spectacular Grand Canyon hike with fabulous 
distant views up and down the canyon, views ordinarily only 
accessible on multi-day backpacking expeditions. Hiking 
distance is slightly less than four miles and includes some 
steep grades and narrow trails. We wil discuss geology and 
natural history along the way. The day will culminate with a 
van stop at the Colorado River. Dinner stop at Lilo’s in Seligman 
(on your own). Activity Rating: Level 3+.
Instructor: Chris Wuehrmann
• $240 per person – Tuition includes transportation, box 
lunch, Hualapai permits and field instruction. Departs 7AM 
from Prescott Campus. *Chino Valley pickup available.

EXPLORING THE  
GRAND CANYON 

The Grand Canyon is well-known, but few are aware that 
much of the canyon is not included in the national park 
but is the land of several Native American tribes.  The 
Hualapai Nation owns about 40% of the South Rim, and 
also  a unique feature of the canyon: Diamond  Creek 
Road, the only road in Grand Canyon all the way down 
to the Colorado River.  This little-known road follows 
Peach Springs Canyon to Diamond Creek in the depths 
of Grand Canyon and allows access to spectacular 
landscapes in the canyon without the long steep hikes 
necessary to reach such places in the national park.  
Choose any of several possibilities, from one requiring 
little walking or hiking, to several different spectacular 
hikes, not accessible to the  general public, into truly 
wilderness canyon landscapes. 
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	■EXPLORING TONTO NATURAL  
BRIDGE COUNTRY
Thursday, Sept 17 • EL091726
Reserve By 9/3
Tonto Natural Bridge, under the Mogollon Rim north of Payson, 
is one of the more unusual features of Arizona.  The bridge, 
somewhat more a huge natural tunnel, is 150 feet wide, nearly 
200 feet tall, and 400 feet long.  Several trails thread their 
way through and around the bridge.  We’ll hike these trails, 
somewhat flexible on distance, exploring the bridge and its 
environs and have our lunch at the picnic area there.  We’ll 
also see the historic Goodfellow Lodge adjacent to the bridge, 
dating from the 1920s.  Our journey there and back will feature 
spectacular views from the Mogollon Rim, an historic stone 
mileage marker from the original General Crook Trail, and 
a visit to the historic Strawberry one-room schoolhouse.   
Activity Rating: Level 2.
Instructor: Will Ascarza
• $210 per person – Tuition includes ground transportation, 
box lunch and field instruction. Departs 7:30AM from Prescott 
Campus. *Camp Verde pickup available. 

	■CANYON DE CHELLY OVERNIGHT TRIP
Wed - Thurs, Sept 30 - Oct 1 • EL093026
Reserve By 9/16
Canyon de Chelly, an amazing other-worldly landscape of 
800-foot tall red cliffs, includes spectacular cliff dwellings and 
mystical rock art from centuries in the past.  The canyon was 
once home to the ancestral Hopi and today sustains a living 
community of Navajo (the Dine’) living in spiritual connection 
with this beautiful landscape.  We’ll tour the canyon’s south 
rim, viewing its beauty from above, and also take a 4x4 tour 

into the canyon with Navajo guides who will share their stories 
with us.  During our journey there and back, we’ll visit Petrified 
Forest, the Painted Desert, and historic Hubbell Trading Post 
as well as traveling paved back road across Navajo land 
(Dinetlah).  A fair amount of walkng is included, some optional, 
but all on easy terrain. Activity Rating: Level 1-2.
Instructor: Will Ascarza
• $780 per person double occupancy / $150 single occupancy 
supplement  – Tuition includes transportation, lodging, 
meals, 4x4 tour, permits, admission fees, gratuities, and field 
instruction. Departs 7AM from Prescott Campus. *Camp Verde 
pickup available.

	■GET YOUR KICKS ON ROUTE 66 - 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY EDITION! 
Tuesday, Oct 27 • EL102726
Reserve By 10/9
Tuesday, Nov 3 • EL110326
Reserve By 10/20
Celebrate the 100th anniversary of Route 66 by spending a 
day with us as we travel the “Mother Road” from Ash Fork to 
Oatman and explore the remnants of this important Chicago 
to LA thoroughfare. Beginning with a stop in Seligman, we’ll 
motor on to visit the Route 66 Museum in Kingman where 
you will learn about the evolution of travel. Back on the road, 
we’ll wind up at a living ghost town in Oatman and see a live 
reenactment of an old west shootout, wild donkeys roaming 
the streets and many more sights you won’t see anywhere 
else! Activity Rating: Level 1.
Instructor: Will Ascarza
• $200 per person – Tuition includes transportation, box 
lunch, admission fees and field instruction. Departs 7AM from 
Prescott campus. *Chino Valley pickup available.

	■Back Road to Phoenix
Thursday, Nov 12 • EL111226
Reserve By 10/28
Thursday, Dec 3 • EL120326
Reserve By 11/17
Travel the back roads to Phoenix as we explore the Agua Fria 
National Monument, crossing through Bloody Basin and on 
to Seven Springs. We will explore prehistoric ruins, take short 
hikes, bask in the riparian areas, and experience the variety of 
geology and ecosystems as you travel from the high desert to 
the Sonoran Desert. Geology, prehistoric history, and natural 
history will be topics of the day. Hiking up to 1 mile at Pueblo la 
Plata and Sears-Kay prehistoric ruins. End the day with dinner 
(on your own) at El Encanto Restaurant in Cave Creek. Activity 
Rating: Level 2. (travel on rough roads).
Instructor: Chris Wuehrmann
• $215 per person – Tuition includes transportation, admission 
fees, box  lunch  and field instruction.  Departs  7AM from 
Prescott Campus. *Cordes Junction pickup available.

EXPLORING  
FARTHER AFIELD 

Why limit our educational explorations to our 
immediate  area?  Arizona and Four  Corners 
country  has  numerous  other fascinating features to 
experience, both in the natural world and in our long 
human history.  These trips travel out and away to more 
distant attractions, some of them as overnight journeys.  
They range from including short walks to hiking several 
miles. 
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	■CHRIS WUEHRMANN 
Chris is our senior instructor/trip 
leader and has been leading trips for 
Yavapai College since 1981. Chris came 
to Prescott in 1967 from Illinois and was 
in the second class at Prescott College 
back when it first began. He studied 
Social Anthropology, Archaeology, 
and Geology, is something of a self-
taught historian and is also a musician 
(keyboards) who plays regularly 
around Prescott. Chris has hiked and 
backpacked all over the Southwest, 

including hundreds of days spent in Grand Canyon, and has also 
worked on a number of archaeological projects. He is responsible 
for developing most of the trips currently in our offerings and is 
heavily involved with bringing our two new trip leaders online. 
He’s been married to Rita (retired administrator of the college’s 
OLLI Program) for 45 years, and they have three children.

	■KYLE SHORT 
Kyle is a new instructor/trip leader 
for the college this year. He came to 
the Prescott area in 2012 from Baja, 
Mexico, having lived there for three 
years, but is originally from Delaware 
where he graduated from the University 
of Delaware with a degree in Spanish. 
Kyle brings a wealth of prior experience 
developing and leading adventure trips 
around the Southwest, including San 
Juan River trips, other southwestern 
destinations, and also trips to our 

southern neighbors, Mexico and El Salvador. After teaching 12 
years at Northpoint Expeditionary Learning Academy in Prescott, 
he’s now teaching at Skyview School. He’s married to Jessica (who 
teaches Spanish in Chino Valley), and they have two children. 

	■WILL ASCARZA 
Will is a new instructor/trip leader for the 
college this year and brings extensive 
prior experience to our program. He 
came to Arizona from the Southeast in 
1999, first living in southern Arizona and 
more recently in Flagstaff. Educated in 
North Carolina and at the University of 
Arizona, Will has led adventure trips 
for Pima College, been involved with 
the Sonoran Desert Museum, and as 
an author has published seven books, 
including Zenith on the Horizon. He’s 

also the writer of a column for over ten years, “Mine Tales”, in the 
Arizona Daily Star in Tucson and has worked with a number of 
tourism boards, museums, and libraries. Will has a special interest 
in Arizona history, and especially mining history. He’s married 
to Lorie, an environmental educator, and they have one child. 

	■COURSE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 
LEVEL RATING CHART*

Activity Rating Level 1 
Participants must be able to carry luggage, packs, and/
or equipment, climb stairs, sit, or stand for up to 1 hour, 
get in and out of vehicles easily, and walk a few blocks 
indoors or out.

Activity Rating Level 2
Participants must be able to carry luggage, packs, 
and/or equipment, participate in physical activity for 
1-2 hours, climb stairs, sit, or stand for over 1 hour, and 
walk on uneven and/or varied terrain from three blocks 
up to one mile at a 2.0-mph pace over the course of the 
day (may include slight elevation changes.) 

Activity Rating Level 3
Participants must be able to carry luggage, packs, 
and/or equipment, sit, or stand for over 2 hours, be in 
good health, mobile, able to participate in 3-5 hours of 
physical activity per day, and walk on uneven and/or 
varied terrain up to five miles at a 2.5-mph pace over 
the course of the day and/or for multiple consecutive 
days (may include moderate elevation changes.)

Activity Rating Level 4
Participants must be able to carry luggage, packs, 
and/or equipment; sit or stand for over 2 hours; be 
in excellent health, extremely mobile, and used to an 
active lifestyle. Program activities may require up to 6 
hours of strenuous, moderate- to fast-paced activity 
per day, equivalent to hiking 6 to 10 miles at a 3-mph 
pace over uneven and/or varied terrain (may include 
moderate to intense elevation changes). A conditioning 
regimen is recommended, beginning at least 2-3 months 
prior to departure that includes hiking (preferably), 
walking or some other form of cardiovascular exercise 
(swimming, cycling) in order to prepare for the activity 
in this adventure.

Activity Rating Level 5
Participants must be able to carry luggage, packs, and/
or equipment; sit or stand for over 3 hours; have a high 
level of physical fitness and appropriate expertise in 
the program activities (e.g. hiking, climbing, rafting, 
etc.); and should expect full days of fast-paced, 
strenuous physical challenges (may include moderate 
to intense elevation changes). A conditioning regimen 
is recommended, beginning at least 2-3 months prior to 
departure that includes hiking (preferably), walking or 
some other form of cardiovascular exercise (swimming, 
cycling) in order to prepare for the activity in this 
adventure.

*Trip activities may vary. Not all trips will 
include all aspects of the assigned activity 
rating. For more information on individual 
trip activity levels, or to request special 
accommodations, please contact Experiential 
Learning at 928-717-7755.

MEET THE TRIP LEADERS 
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	■DUFF SPRINGS 
Video ID #ONL1 • $15
Alexander Duff came to Arizona Territory in 1879, as a trapper, 
prospector, and market hunter, married to a Shoshone Indian 
woman. He left the territory in 1906 as a respected hotel and 
mercantile owner. Duff homesteaded at a beautiful spot on the 
Verde River, overlooked by a centuries-old cliff dwelling, where 
a crystal-clear spring bears his name. Join this exploration of 
Duff’s story and of some of the history and natural features.

	■ JOHNSON CANYON
Video ID #ONL2 • $20
When the Santa Fe Railroad was constructing their line across 
northern Arizona in the early 1880s, they overcame many 
physical obstacles in the rugged landscapes they traversed. 
One of the more difficult was the steep drop westwards off 
the Coconino Plateau, between Williams and Ash Fork. Our 
explorations will include some strange and interesting natural 
features, and the story of rancher and homesteader George 
Johnson, after whom the canyon is named.

	■NORTHERN BRADSHAWS
Video ID #ONL3 • $20
In 1863, during the height of the Civil War, several parties of 
intrepid prospectors discovered gold in the flanks of what 
became known as the Bradshaw Mountains. While the Walker 
party was most notable, the range was named for William 
Bradshaw, who died under mysterious circumstances in 
December 1864. We will explore the northern part of the 
range, which overlooks Prescott, visiting old mine sites, ghost 
communities, homesteads, and the historic Palace Station, 
established by the Spence family in 1875.

	■THE MOQUI STAGE ROAD TO  
GRAND CANYON 
Video ID #ONL4 • $25
In 1903, two young girls traveled to the Grand Canyon with 
their families. They rode from Flagstaff to the Canyon by 
stagecoach, stayed in the historic, long extinct Grand View 
Hotel and took a 3-day trip by burro into the Canyon with 
Captain John Hance, the Canyon’s first tour operator and 
renowned storyteller. Chris Wuehrmann re-creates their 
journey to the Canyon via the route of the Moqui Stage. We 
will hear about their histories as miners and tour operators in 
the Grandview Point area, and little-known histories of other 
Northern Arizona pioneers and places.

	■PROSPECTORS, MINERS, AND THE 
IMPOSSIBLE RAILROAD IN THE SOUTHERN 
BRADSHAW MOUNTAINS
Video ID #ONL5 • $25
In 1863, during the height of the Civil War, several parties of 
prospectors discovered gold in what became known as the 
Bradshaw Mountains. We’ll explore the southern part of the 
range, visiting desert communities like Cleator, Bumblebee, 
and the mountain town of Crown King. We will talk about 
the original Yavapai Indian inhabitants, the challenges of 
passage via rail, and some history of mining in the rugged 
and forbidding landscape of the Southern Bradshaws.

	■EXPLORING DATE CREEK: NATIVE 
PEOPLES AND TERRITORIAL FORTS TO 
MODERN RANCHERS 
Video ID #ONL6 • $25
Date Creek flows from the crest of the Weaver Mountains 
above Yarnell west into a vast desert plain, studded with 
rugged mountain ridges, finally joining the Santa Maria River 
above Alamo Lake. Originally home to the Yavapai People, Date 
Creek’s first Anglo visitors were led by Charles Genung in 1863, 
who upon seeing one of the creek’s green valleys declared it 
to be the Garden of Eden. Near this spot the military post of 
Camp Date Creek operated from 1867-1874. We will explore this 
little-known landscape, seeing ancient rock art, viewing the 
ruins of Camp Date Creek, and visiting with modern ranchers.

	■THE LAND BETWEEN THE CANYONS 
Video ID #ONL7 • $25
Leading southwards into Verde Valley are two spectacular red 
rock canyons. To the east, well-known Oak Creek Canyon is 
followed by highway, although the west flanks are wilderness 
area. To the west, lightly visited Sycamore Canyon is entirely 
a wilderness area. Between the lower ends of these canyons 
is more wilderness area offering utterly amazing views, exotic 
volcanic features, and steep and wild canyons. Enjoy exploring 
this wild country and rugged back roads. We’ll talk about 
geology, natural history, forest management and logging 
railroads. We’ll also talk about the handful of early pioneers 
who braved this remote wilderness; and the historic logging 
railroads that once traversed the area.

Travel Videos are a new way to enjoy our trips, without the bumpy van ride, in the comfort of your own home.  
Join Chris and Rita Wuehrmann for any or all these seven Experiential Learning Videos.

TRAVEL VIDEOS



AT YAVAPAI COLLEGE
EST. 2009

$30 
P E R  P E RS O N
Includes yoga class, 

(mat rental available if needed),  
one glass of wine;  

gratuity not included.

Saturday
September 26

Saturday
October 24

Saturday
November 21

11am to 12pm

YC
273-
26

UNWIND, STRETCH, AND SIP
YOUR WAY TO SERENITY.

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Our expert teacher will guide you through a
gentle flow of yoga poses designed to release
tension, restore alignment, and deepen your
breath - all while surrounded by the calming
ambiance of our vineyards, stunning mountain
and red rock vistas, and subtle notes of fine wine.

After a revitalizing yoga session, enjoy a glass
of our award-winning wine to complement
the calming effects of your practice. Expect a
welcoming environment, a focus on mindful
movement, and plenty of time to balance your
body, mind, and palate.

For more info, or to register:
YC.EDU/YOGA OR 928-634-6537
YAVAPAI COLLEGE SOUTHWEST WINE CENTER
601 W. Black Hills Dr.  |  CLarkdale, AZ 86324



Residential Customer

Sedona/Verde Valley Community Education
1100 E Sheldon St
Prescott AZ 86301-3297

Ph: 928-634-6537
E: commedsvv@yc.edu
www.yc.edu/commed
www.yc.edu/travel
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Travel with Experiential Learning 
(Formerly EdVentures) exploring Central 
& Northern Arizona through engaging, 
guided trips that highlight the region’s 
history, culture, and natural features.

Watch Chris and Rita Wuehrmann’s videos as they
record their journeys to amazing locations!

YC.EDU/TRAVEL

LIMITED Spaces – ENROLL Early!

TRAVEL. LEARN. 
EXPLORE.


